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SUBJECT: EOC PATRIARCH'S LETTER TO THE DIRG 

1 . GOOD SOURCE REPORTS THAT PATRIARCH OF EOC, ABUNE YOHANNES, 
HAS WRITTEN "STRONG "LETTER TO THE DIRG. SOURCE ASSERTS THAT 
HE IS ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THAT THE LETTER WAS SENT AND THAT HE 
KNOWS OF THE GENERAL CONTENTS OF THE LETTER ALTHOUGH NOT THE 
SPECIFIC LANGUAGE. 

2. LETTER REPORTEDLY TOLD DIRG THAT YOHANNES DID NOT WANT TO 
BE PATRIARCH AND ONLY ACCEPTED THE INTERIM POSITION TO "SAVE 
THE CHURCH." YOHANNES ALSO TOLD DIRG THAT ELECTION FOR NEW 
PATRIARCH (SCHEDULED TO OCCUR BEFORE JULY) MUST BE FREE FROM 
ANY DIRG INTERFERENCE AND THAT HE (YOHANNES) EXPECTED TO STEP 
DOWN AT THAT TIME. LASTLY, LETTER SAID TO HAVE URGED DIRG TO 
RELEASE ALL FEMALE POLITICAL PRISONERS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WITH 
YOUNG CHILDREN. COMMENT: WE HAVE NO COLLATERAL 

ON THIS REPORT BUT OUR SOURCE IS GOOD AND HIS REPORT IS 
CONSISTENT WITH WHAT WE UNDERSTAND TO BE ABUNE 
YOHANNES" POSITION ON ISSUES ADDRESSED IN LETTER. 
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